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The separation of civil society, polit-
ical society, and state is a central
precondition for the emergence of
democracy. The latter exists only if
the distinct angd often contradictory
rationals of civi society and the
state are recognized and if a politi-
cal system exist that is autonomous
from both and capable of managing
the difficult relations between the
two.

A. Touraine What is Democracy?

Introduction

A new millennium, and with it a new century, is
going to start.
Japan has become a major power in the world, act-
ing in other societies, and trying to shape them in
her own image.')
While Japanese actions in the world are on the rim
of certitude,” ambiguity, and even silence, have
been the major pattern by which Japan has pre-







